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ﬁello families!

Community.

\_

The students had a great first week together and I enjoyed getting to know each of them
more every day! I hope your child came home proud of their in-class learning, growing
confidence in budding friendships, and hopetully an eagerness to come back this week. The
students had so much fun at recess together this week, I wish you could have seen them
all. They have created quite an imaginative world of dinosaurs, (although sometimes I
think maybe dragons?), guarding eggs, trying to steal other eggs, all with St. George
fighting the dragon/dinos? I am in awe of their creativity. The students are beginning to
get acquainted with each other and their personalities, learning to repair confrontations as
they come, comfort each other as they fall, and learn the dynamics of our new class

Our class celebrated mass with our prayer partner for the first time on the the feast of the
Assumption on Friday. Each Kindergartener is partnered up with a 5% or 6™ grade student
who will help be a role model of active engagement and faithtul behavior during daily
masses throughput the year. Our class was so excited to meet their buddies and have
already quickly come to recognize them all in the hall and lunchroom.

As we work through new skills/strategies, I try to explain some verbiage that I think may
be helptul to elaborate on so that you as parents understand our class strategies. |
apologize if 1t 1s redundant to some of you or sometimes adds length, but I often hear from
parents that this is insightful for them. If you ever have questions or curiosity about things
in the newsletter, please don’t hesitate to reach out! Thank you. ©

\

Blessings,
Melissa Larsen /

Important Dates

Aug 20- Hot Lunch Begins®

Aug 22- Enthronenment @ St. Patrick
after 8:30 mass*

Sept 1- Labor Day- No School

Sept 2- Cunrriculum Ni[g]hut

\S@p t 20- PSC Townhall M@(elt[ilmg

\

)

/M]P’ll@alse see STA’s school-wide \
Newsletter for more details abowt how

to order Hot Lunch and more details
about this Friday’s Enthronement of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the

Consecration of the Immaculate Heart of

Q\/][ Ary. /
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Math

This past weelk, our class learned the Riig]hut Start math song “Yellow is the Sun”. The children
learned this song quickly and really enjoyed singing it throughout the week. I'm sure you
Jnrn[i(g]hut have heard them stnging it a time or two at home as well. Our Kinder class focused on
1l<eanr1n1[i1n1g lb»egfunnm[mg concepts of ““s1u[1b)ii1t[i74[ilmg""\. Sulb itizing is the somewhat s[ilnnl]plle burt
Unnipoirtant skill of lbue;[m«g able to look at a group of ttems and see how many are there, without
undividually counting the ttenns. Sometumes, numbers are so small it is easy to see and know
that a group has 3, 4, or even 5 items in it. As children see 1Laurg<e\1r groups such as 7, or 8, we
teach then skills of how to visually group those numbers in their head, ((lU[l[lth]Dﬂlallttelly on their
abacus as \W@lll[)) to be able to q[ludhcklly realize how many are there, such as 5 and 2 more, as

\ . T o
(o>]p>p<0)§<e<dl to counting individually 1, 2, 3...

The class was introduced to many of ouwr math tools such as Tally Stick Cards, F ngrer Cards,
physical Tally Sticks, color blocks and on Friday we even explored our Number Balance for
the furst time. The students loved the number balance and I can’t wait to continue to have
them explore with it to make some connections about how numbers work with each other.
Our class played various “memory” styled math games with both the tally stick cards and the
1F[L1nug<elr cards to sharpen their §1udb)[i1t[i74il1n1g skills with classmates. I loved see ing the students
work 1t‘0)g<e1t]huer with their furst math games. We had nnany great sports and both fun and

1l<ea11r1n1[i1n1g was had by all!

Religion
Our class attended mass almost every day last week and <eln1j]<o>ye<dl ]hlawi[]nvg our first Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd lesson with Miss Knight. I was impressed by both their reverence and
curiosity about mass. We've started gathering after most masses to discuss what we have
“noticed” <dhuurfumg mass- whether it someth ing Fr. Sal said that stood out to wus, noticing his
different vestments, different candles, adoration on Wednesdays, etc. As parents, I'm sure
we’re all familiar with how incredibly observant this age group is, and their observations
and curiosity have sparked such great conversation and discovery for the class already!
Overall, we are \v\wour]kihmg on the Sigrmi of the Cross, mnlal]k[ilmg sure to touch the left shoulder
before the Jrilglhnt <dhuur[i1nv\ r “Holy Spirit”. We are also practicing praying the Our Father
lt(o»gelt]huer as a class. It would be wonderful if you could ]P)1l1eal§<e continue practicing praying
thits out loud with your child so they can build confidence to pray this out loud at mass as
well. We also talked a lot about the Assumption of Mary on Friday and what makes that so

uont ii(q[IU[ e and s]pnec[lal I
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Literacy
As we started our Literacy Essentials cunrriculum this week, our class dove Jrftg]hnt unto
practicing ]P)]huounue]nm[i(c Awareness, ll@aurlnlihnlg our “best wrriting pllauce"’} and glt]melnlglt]hue]miilnlg
our f[hmg@r dexterity. Phonemnic al\wauﬁelnuegg((]P)A)) is the ability to (dl[i@ltiilnlglmﬁglhl sounds,
typically auditorily/verbally, and manipulate the sounds in different ways. So this means
the students are learn [hnlg how to hear separa ted sounds and “blend” them unto one
smooth word, and also hear one full word and then "segment” the word utnto it’s separate
sounnds ((aunudl eventually count those sounds and identify how to write said §<o>1unn1(dl§¢>)
Phonemic awareness is also 1bue[i1nlg able to isolate the first, middle, or last sound in words,
d iisltfumgﬂu[iish the difference between spoken sounds, and verbally “chain” words. PA is a

crucial area for students to ]pnmucttfuc«e and master ]pnrii(our to 1r<eaudlii1n1gz

We also have been learning how to find our “best writing place/spot” which is basically
]hlal\\fiilnlg g@@d posture and tntentional paper ]P)llaucelnnuelnnte This looks like 2 feet on the floor,
(((0)11* at least <dlann1gll[ilmg in front under their desk §]p)auce>)y back against theur chairs head up,
proper distance from the desk, and a slant to theiur paper. We as adulits naturally slant our
paper, notebooks, etc, as we all know it naturally aids in smooth and easy writing across
the paper, since it allows our elbow to move more freely, etc, but it can be a very new
concept to young students. We are also \W(O»Jr]kiilmg on f[i]nl«g@r §1t1r<eln1g1t]h1(e;1nlfunlg and dextertty.
Literacy Essentials is very passionate, as am I, about 1teauc]ht[l1mg healchy wrriting habits
early, and sometinmes ]huaurp[ilmg on them a lictle much, as it is so terribly difficult to fix or
(c]hlaunlg“e habits as students et older and older. Please encourage your student to hold
theur ]Pnelnuciil[ correctly by g@lmtlly pii]nuc]hl iilnlg“ theur ]Pxe]nuc[HL crayon, marker; between either
thetr thumb and pointer finger or their thumb and their middle finger (the 3 ultimately

work 1t<o>gelt]huelr>)y with a visible circle made by those 1F[L1nl<g<elr§ 1t(onunc]h1[l1nug around their ]pne]nucftlL

Update on PE Uniform: After speaking with Principal Miller and the PE Teacher,
Mrs. Berg, I learned that STA’'s uniform guide requires all STA students to have
PE uniform shorts for events like field trips and field days, even if that class
doesn’t change clothes for PE. On PE days, our Kindergarten boys will not
change their clothes or shoes at all, but girls can wear PE shorts under their
jumpers in lieu of the typical biker shorts. Girls can take their jumpers oft for PE
if they are wearing the PE shorts already underneath their jumper.
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This week:

Enrichment theme:
Trees

3"
(e ﬁ!-,mw Art:

G G?' /r%; %’@%ﬂ @‘; Birch Forest by Gustav Kilnot

Music:
Beethoven: Sylnmp]huoumy No. 6 in F Major; op. 68, “Pasoral’: 1. Allegro ma non

1t]r(0>]P>]P>(O>

Math:

Intro to the Cotter Abacus
]P’autlt(elrlnliilmg

Parallel Lines, pl[aunue‘gy and making triangles

Literacy:
Continuing Phonemic Awareness
Intro to ]H[(aunudl\\mriiltihnlg
Start to learn “clock stroke” letters and letter formatt ungr chart/ terns

Practice “best \wr[ilt[ilnug ]p)llauce”

Science:
Continuimng seeds, pivoting to more focus on trees

Religion:
Continue practicing proper hand and order of the Sign of the Cross
Practice Owr Father
Learn about devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Inmaculate

Heart of Mary
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